Archie Fred Lidgett

Archie Fred Lidgett was believed to have been born in 1895 at White House Farm,
Springthorpe, Lincolnshire. In the 1901 British Census' he is shown living with his
family at 64 Glentworth Road, Kexby, Lincolnshire. The family listed on the Census
form are; his father Frederick aged 36, a farmer, born in Corringham; his mother
Sarah Ann, aged 38, born in Ingham; sisters, Lilly aged 10, born in Heapham and Eva,
aged 3, born in Kexby; and brother Cecil James, aged 2, born in Kexby. Archie Fred
is listed as being 5 years old (thus stating his birth date as 1896) and born in
Heapham. The *1837-1915 Birth Index lists his birth as being reglsi.cred in the period
July, August, and September 1895. |

Archie emigrated to Australia, in about 1914, possibly aboard a ship named the *S.S.
Commonwealth’.

' “1901 British Census’. National Archives
? ‘Births registered in July, August and September 1895°. Ancestry.co.uk



Britain entered the Great War on 4 August 1914 and many of those like Archie, who
had emigrated to such far flung lands as Australia and Canada, nevertheless answered
the call to arms to fight on the Allied side. Archie joined the Australian Imperial
Force in Melbourne, Victoria, on 3 November 1915. His Attestation documents’ help
build a picture of the man.

He states his age on that date as 20 years and four months, indicating that he was born
in August 1895, and his trade or calling as ‘Labourer’. He was 5’3" tall, weighed 9
stoned 3 pounds, with a chest measurement of 31 2 “. He had a fresh complexion,
blue eyes, brown hair, with the following distinguishing marks; a vaccination scar on
his left arm, moles on the back of his neck and his head and a scar also on his head.
He was considered fit at his medical examination for active service and was appointed
as 4832 Private Lidgett.

Initially stationed at the 23" Depot Battalion, Royal Park, on 11 November 1915 he
was transferred to the 16™ Depot Battalion at Bendigo, where he remained until 7
December 1915. Archie was then transferred to what is believed to have been the 15"
Reinforcements, 7" Battalion on the 6 January 1916. On 7 March 1916 he embarked
at Melbourne on HMAT *Wiltshire’ where he joined the 2™ Training battalion at Tel-
el-Kebir, Egypt.

2.

3 “Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’. Australian Archives



His training complete he was finally transferred to the 59 Battalion at Duntroon
Plateau, an Australian post in the Sinai Desert, near the Suez Canal, on 20 April 1916.

A camel train at Duntroon Plateau®

* Photo Australian War memarial
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‘Australian Official History Of The Great War’



Egypt’

The 5" Australian Division was formed in Egypt in February 1916. Major General the
Honourable J.W. McCay formerly commander of the Australian 2nd Infantry Brigade,
assumed command of the division on March 22.

The first "test" for the division was a training march of 40 miles (64 km) from the
Anzac camp at Tel el Kebir to the Suez Canal defences, which were being maintained
in expectation of a Turkish attack. McCay objected to the undertaking but
nevertheless imposed strict march discipline on his men. Taking three days over soft
sand and in extreme heat, the brigades suffered severely and the march was completed
in disarray.

On 18 June 1916 Archie embarked to join the British Expeditionary Force | BEF] on
board the ‘SS Kinfauns Castle’ bound for Marsailles, arriving there on 29 June 1916.

LHN

The 5th Division began arriving in France in July, the last of the four Australian
divisions from Egypt to do so. The three Australian divisions of I Anzac, which had
been acclimatising on the quiet sector near Armentiéres, had been dispatched to the
Somme as reinforcements and so the Sth Division took their place at Armentiéres on
July 12.

® This account is taken from Wikipedia



|Fromelles

The result of this move was that the 5th Division, the most inexperienced of the
Australian divisions in France, would be the first to'see major action in the Battle of
Fromelles, a week after going in to the trenches. As the Germans had been reinforcing
their Somme front with troops from the north, the British planned a "demonstration”
to try and pin these troops to the front. The attack was masterminded by Lieutenant -
General Richard Haking, commander of the British XI Corps, which adjoined II
Anzac Corps to the south. The aim was to reduce the slight German salient known as
the "Sugar Loaf", north west of the German-held town of Frqmeilés. The 5th Di#isiﬂn_
happened to be the unit facing the northern flank of the salient.
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By the time the attack was ready to be launched, its purpose as a preliminary
diversion to the main action at the Somme had passed; yet Haking and his army
commander, General Sir Charles Monro, were keen to go ahead. At 6 pm on July 19,
after 11 hours of preliminary bombardment, the 5th Division and British 61st -
Division attacked. The Australian 8th and 14th Brigades, attacking north of the -
salient, occupied the German trenches but became isolated and out-flanked. They
were forced to withdraw, through withering German enfilades, by morning. The 15th
Brigade and the British 184th Brigade were cut to pieces while attempting to cross no

man's land.



Archie was a member of the 59th Battalion, led by Lieutenant — Colonel E.A. Harris,
which was part of the 15" Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General H.E. (Pompey)
Elliott,

Brigadier-General ‘Pompey’ Elliot

The 8th and 14th Brigades were forced to withdraw, through withering German
enfilades, the following morning. The failure was compounded when the 61st
Division asked the 15th Brigade to join in a renewed attempt at 9 pm, but cancelled
without informing the Australians. Consequently half of the Australian 58th Battalion
made another futile, solo effort to capture the salient.

Archie was initially declared as ‘Missing in Action’, and was subsequently, on the 29
August 1917, listed as “Killed in Action’ by a Court of Inquiry. He was killed either
in the initial attack on the German Sugar Loaf strongpoint, or in the subsequent failed
attack at 9 pm.

The battle was responsible for one of the greatest losses of Australian lives in one 24-
hour period, surpassed only by later World War [ actions like the Battle of Bullecourt.
The 5,533 Australian casualties, including 400 prisoners, were equivalent to the total
Australian losses in the Boer War, Korean War and Vietnam War combined. The 5th
Division was effectively incapacitated for many months afterwards. Two battalions,
the 60th and the 32nd, each suffered more than 700 casualties, or more than 90% of
their fighting strength and had to be rebuilt: out of 887 personnel from the 60th



Battalion, only one officer and 106 other ranks survived; the 32nd Battalion sustained

718 casualties. The attack had completely failed as a diversion when its limited nature
became obvious to the German defenders. The perceived "failure” of the British 61st
Division poisoned relations between the AIF divisions and the British. In its
communiqués, the British GHQ passed the Battle of Fromelles off as "some
important raids".

It would be many months before the Australian 5th Division was serviceable again. In
October the 5th Division joined the other Australian divisions in holding the line on
the Somme in dreadful winter conditions.

Despite his relatively short time as a soldier in the Australian Imperial Force Archie
qualified for the 1915 Star, the War Medal and the Victory Medal.

‘The Australians informed Archie’s father that his son was ‘Missing in Action” and
eventually that he was presumed ‘Killed in Action’, and eventually the family would
have received a Memorial Scroll, a Death Plaque and his medals.




Private Archie Fred Lidgett is commemorated in VC Corner Commonwealth War
Graves Commission (CWGC) Cemetery, Fromelles. ’ This cemetery is the only
complete Australian cemetery in France, and has no headstones. The unidentified
bodies of 410 Australian soldiers are buried under two lawns, each marked with a
white stone cross set into the grass. Archie’s name is on the commemorative screen
wall that records the names of the 1,299 Australians who died on 19/20™ July 1916,
during the Battle of Fromelles.

He is also commemorated on Panel 168 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian
War Memorial, Canberra, Australia and in Springthorpe, Lincolnshire
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" Major and Mrs Holt's ‘Western Front North’
¥ CWGC photograph
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4832 Private Archie Fred Lidgett
59th Battalion Australian Imperial Force
Killed in Action at Fromelles 19 July 1916
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Australian War Memorial - Roll of Honour - Archie Fred Lidgett
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Australian War Memoriz

Roll of Honour - Archie Fred Lidgett

Archie Fred Lidgett
Service number: 4832
Rank: Private [Pte]

Unit: 59th Battalion (Infantry)
Service: Army

Conflict: 1814-1918

Date of death: 19 July 1916

Cause of death: Killed in action

Cemetery or memorial details: VC Comer Australian Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France

Page 1 of 2

War Grave Register notes: LIDGETT, Pte. Archie Fred, 4832. 59th Bn. Killed in action 19th July, 1916. Age 21.

Son of Fred and Sarah Ann Lidgett, of Springthorpe, Gainsborough, Lincs, England. 17.

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army

DA13756

Location on the Roll of Honour

Archie Fred Lidgett's name is located at panel 168 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial (as

indicated by the poppy on the plan).

http://www.awm.gov.au/research/people/roll_of honour/person.asp?p=487028
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